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NOTES AND NEWS 



At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on May 2, Mr. E. C. Childs 
read a paper on " Science and Logic." " The principle of complete induc- 
tion is thus stated by Poincare: If a theorem is true of the number 1, and 
if it is shown to be true of n -\- 1, provided it is true of n it will be true 
of all whole numbers. This principle may be described in many ways. 
It may be (a) derived from experience, (b) derivable immediately from the 
principle of contradiction, (c) a definition of whole number, (d) a con- 
vention, or (e) a synthetic judgment a priori. It was argued that the first 
four of these views could be proved impossible, and that the last alone 
could be held to be the true description. The relation of mathematical 
induction to the method of physical science was dealt with, and its rela- 
tion to the laws of probability and chance. Physical and chemical sci- 
ence attain certain laws by the application of mathematical truths, and 
therefore the laws of mathematical induction are the ideal to which phys- 
ical induction approximates." — The Athenceum. 

" The next international convention for liberal religious thought will 
meet at Berlin, from the 6th to the 10th of August. The first of these 
world congresses was held in London in 1901, the second in Amsterdam 
in 1903, the third in Geneva in 1905, and the fourth in Boston in 1907. 
The convention will be termed Weltkongress fur freies Christentum und 
religiosen Fortschritt, and one of its special purposes will be to acquaint 
outsiders with the religious life and progressive theological scholarship 
and religious problems of Germany. The announcement of the German 
committee declares that the Berlin meeting comes at an opportune mo- 
ment, since a strong revival of religious interests is making itself felt 
throughout the fatherland. The president of the congress is Dr. K. 
Schrader, member of the German Parliament." — The Nation. 



